We were very interested in the recent paper by Sequeira and Wilkinson (1955) and some qonfirmatory findings are put forward below. Fuller details will be found in the thesis of one of us (Hardy, 1956) .
Distribution of Results of Qualitative TPI Tests
in a Consecutive Series of 922 Subjects Although we often emphasize to physicians who send us sera for examination that the TPI test is primarily useful in the diagnosis of untreated syphilis, we receive almost as many sera from treated cases. It occurred to us that it would be interesting to study the distribution of positive, doubtful, and negative results in the two groups. As might be expected the distribution is different, as is shown by Table I 
Repetition of Test and Reproducibility
We have just spoken of the variable introduced by the unequal distribution of antibodies. There are others which we cannot go into here: sensitization of T. pallidum by the rabbit, strength of the T. pallidum suspension used, etc.
These different variables, in practice, compensate for one another: they add or subtract and their As an example of one variable, the influence of unequal distribution of antibody can be mentioned: in actual fact the effect of this is limited.
The whole of the variables which may intervene can be appreciated by the observation of different SIs found during successive tests. These variables, in practice, offset one another, and even in choosing a dilution giving an SI of about 50 per cent. the differences are not very important. In practice they do not affect the reproducibility of the qualitative test which is very satisfactory.*
